NEW HAMPSHIRE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
300 MAIN STREET, HOPKINTON, NH 03229 
603 - 746-3825 





October 18, 1996 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Curator 
Mercantile Money Museum 
Mercantile Tower 

Seventh Street & Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63101 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Mrs. D.B. Garvin, Museum Curator of the New Hampshire Historical Society, sent me 
publicity on the third edition of your book "The Early Paper Money of America." She 
knew I would be interested in contacting you because we have in our collection 64 period 
banknotes from 1770-1864. They consist of three monetary presentation boards as 
follows: 


27 Revolutionary Notes, c. 1770's 
18 U.S. Bank Notes, c. 1812-70 
19 Confederate Bank Notes, c. 1861-1864 
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However, the collection is very much in need of conservation. Mr. Frank Nevers, N.H. 
State Archivist, has strongly advised that we have this done. We have taken it to the 
Northeast Document Conservation Center in Andover, Massachusetts. They have given 
us an estimate of about $1000 for recommended treatment. We are wondering what the 
value of this collection might be after proper conservation. I have a video of the collection 
as it now stands and will be glad to send it to you for your viewing if you wish. 


Sincerely, 


J Ad | / Dr perv tr-— 


Doris J. Kraemer 
Museum Committee Chair 
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Doris J. Kraemer October 23, 1996 
Museum Committee Chair 

New Hampshire Antiquarian Society 

300 Main St. 

Hopkinton, NH 03229 


Dear Ms. Kraemer: 


Thank you for your kind letter of October 18, 1996. We will 
be glad to help you if we can in the matter of your paper money 
collection and its rough valuation. 

We will need more information to be of substantive help. We 
are not familiar with "money presentation boards" and we would like 
more information. Are these matte boards with note sized holes cut 
out, are the notes glued down to some background. Is it wood or 
cardboard the notes are attached to, can you hazard a guess as to 
the type of glue or wax used to adhere the notes to the background. 
Are the notes in frames, and does the frame include a glass 
covering? In what kind of room and under what kind of lighting are 
the notes displayed if they are on display. 

Under normal circumstances, which includes room temperature 
55-80 degrees F and normal humidity between 40-50 @, and protection 
from unfiltered and incandescent light (the UV rays and heat are 
damaging), 18th and 19th century paper money is usually fairly 
stable and we are somewhat surprised that the collection was found 
to be "very much in need of conservation". Can you give us some 
guidance as to the type of conservation needed. Are the notes in 
need of repair, are they torn or brittle, are they dirty or insect 
damaged or water damaged etc. Do you mind telling us. what exactly 
the Northeast Document Center suggested for your collection ? 

We would be imterested in seeing the video you have of the 
collection if each note was recorded at fairly close range so that 
detail on the notes will be apparent in the tape. If it is 
possible, photocopies also might be of use, if they can be easily 
made. Our ability to help you may depend on the quality of the 
images available, as the condition and monetary value of the notes 
are often strongly correlated. 

We look forward to hearing from you if you wish us to help you 
further in this matter. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


